Samarium-promoted coupling of pyridine-based heteroaryl analogues of benzylic acetates with carbonyl compounds.
2-Substituted pyridine, quinoline, isoquinoline, bipyridine, and 1,10-phenanthroline analogues of benzylic acetates undergo SmI(2)-promoted coupling with aldehydes and ketones to afford (2-hydroxyalkyl)heteroaromatics. [reaction: see text]